February 22, 2017

The Honorable Donald J. Trump
President

Dear Mr. President:

On behalf of our respective organizations, which collectively represent U.S. agricultural producers, rural
businesses, rural communities, and rural families, we are writing to ask your support for rebuilding
infrastructure in rural America.

We were very pleased to hear your comments about the importance of rebuilding U.S. infrastructure.
Those of us in rural communities have seen our infrastructure deteriorate, jeopardizing jobs, our
agricultural competitiveness, and the health of rural families. Past infrastructure initiatives often focused
on urban and suburban infrastructure while not adequately addressing the unique needs of rural
communities. We ask that you address this as part of your administration’s comprehensive infrastructure
renewal efforts.

American agriculture truly feeds the world and creates millions of jobs for U.S. workers. Our nation’s
ability to produce food and fiber and transport it efficiently across the globe is a critical factor in U.S.
competitiveness internationally. Infrastructure that supports rural communities and links them to global
markets has helped make the U.S. the unquestioned leader in agricultural production. Our deteriorating
infrastructure threatens that leadership position.

Transportation infrastructure improvement is the most obvious need in rural communities, but not the
only one. Highways, bridges, railways, locks and dams, harbors and port facilities all need major
investment if we are to continue efficiently getting our agricultural products to market. For example, one-
quarter of our road system’s bridges require significant repair, or cannot efficiently handle today’s traffic
and many of the 240 locks and dams along the inland waterways are in need of modernization. In
addition, though, critical needs exist in providing clean water for rural families, expanding broadband to
connect rural communities to the outside world, and enhancing the ability to supply affordable, reliable
and secure power for the rural economy.

The scope of the investment needed is staggering. Clearly the federal government must continue to play
an important role in providing funding and those federal investments should increase. However, federal
resources, likely cannot fill the need entirely. Creative solutions that pair federal investment with
state/local government investment and private sources of capital hold promise for raising a portion of the
funds necessary to do the job.

As you take office and begin addressing the nation’s infrastructure needs, we hope you will provide
leadership to ensure that rural America’s needs are addressed. We stand ready to work with you and your
administration to begin this important initiative.

Respectfully,
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CC:

The Honorable Mitch McConnell
The Honorable Charles Schumer
The Honorable Paul Ryan

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi



